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Thomas Jefferson: The Writer of the Declaration of Independence

Introduction:

The purpose of this unit is to give students a deeper understanding of
Thomas Jefferson and the Declaration of Independence with a focus on the
writing process. My goal is to provide information about Jefferson in a way that
both regular education and special education students can benefit. The
PowerPoint is written in a format that emerging note-takers can benefit and follow
along. | emphasized the writing process because in 8" grade in Oklahoma the
students take the writing assessment and they need good examples of the
writing. The Thomas Jefferson Institute has increased my knowledge and
understanding of Thomas Jefferson and his history and it will make me a better
teacher.

Setting:
The Unit is designed for 8" grade class United States History class to 1877 with

regular and special education students.

PASS Obijectives for the Unit:

Social Studies

US History Through 1877:

PASS Obijective: Ill: Analyze and explain the sources of colonial
dissatisfaction and colonial responses that led to the American
Revolution.

PASS Obijective IV: Analyze and describe key events and significant individuals
of the American Revolution.

Lesson objective E. Analyze the ideological war between Great Britain and her
North American colonies as expressed in Common Sense and the Declaration of
Independence.

Lesson objective: Understanding of the basic ideas expressed in the Declaration
of Independence and the reasons for writing the declaration of Independence.
PASS Obijective IV. Recognize the significance of key Individuals including
Thomas Jefferson during the American Revolution.

English Objectives:

Oklahoma Standard 1 Vocabulary- The student will expand vocabulary through
word study, literature and class discussion.

Textbook: The American Republic to 1877, McGraw-Hill 2006
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