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Unit Lesson Plans 
 
Sequence & Timeframe 
PowerPoint Lecture: One Day 
Press Conference Preparation: Four Days 
Press Conference Simulation: 1 Day 
Post Press Conference Follow up: 1-2 days 
Total: 7-8 days (traditional 57-minute periods 
 
Created by: Demitrious C. Sinor 
From:         Palm Springs Unified School District 
                   Desert Hot Springs High School 
 

Title: The Revolution of 1800?  
Lesson: Campaign Speech & Press Conference1 for the Election of 1800 

 
Lesson Objectives:  
To Conduct a Campaign Press Conference simulation of the Presidential Campaign of 1800 
students will 
• Write and make a persuasive speech based on evidence gained from historical research 
• Accurately assume the role of a historical figure 
• Articulate issues present in the election of 1800 
• Evaluate the importance of the election of 1800 to the formation of political parties 
*Though presidential candidates did not actually campaign openly for the presidency themselves 
until the early 1900s, this simulation allows students to connect the Election of 1800s’ influence 
on modern campaigning.  Additionally, the rigor and dynamics of the project requires higher 
order thinking, debate-like engagement, creativity and fun. 
 
Description of Activity:   
Students will prepare for and actively participate in a Campaign Press Conference for the 
Election of 1800 
 
Background & Assignment Rationale:   
The Election of 1800 was among the most influential political events in United States history as 
it marked the first transfer of power from one political party to another in American history.  Just 
as essential were all of the political precedents leading up to Thomas Jefferson’s assuming the 
presidency as a Republican, a position that had previously been held by political rival Federalist 
John Adams.  Thus, while many may recall the controversial tie in the electoral college between 
Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr (both of the Republican Party), it is just as essential to recall 
all the political blueprints that were formed by this tumultuous landmark election including but 
                                                           
1 The Press Conference concept has been modified from the Teachers Curriculum Institute’s (TCI) History Alive! 
Curriculum 



not limited to the: 
 Formation of distinct political parties 
 Emergence of political campaigns 
 Utilization and influence of the media on public opinion 
 Power of political rhetoric and campaign strategy 
 Controversy surrounding the electoral college system 
 A peaceful (non-violent) election and transition of power from one political party to 

another 
 
 
 
Historical Impact & Expectations of Students 
Each of the aforementioned precedents laid the groundwork the young republic and tested 
whether the nation could stand strong and adjust to the challenges so great with a country in its 
infancy, all of which still impact our contemporary political process and landscape.  This is why 
the following lesson plan will demand students to learn about, investigate, and become the 
principle players of the Election of 1800. This week-long lesson will demand students 
rigorously prepare for and take part in a campaign press conference reenacting the important 
candidates, their supporters, and members of the media as the pivotal historical figures in the 
actual event of the day.    
 
Students will be assigned one of the following roles: 
 Presidential Candidate: John Adams Federalist 
 Thomas Jefferson—Republican  
 Aaron Burr—Republican 
 Charles Pinckney--Federalist 
 Campaign Manager/Advisor: Abigail Adams (for Adams) 
 Campaign Manager/Advisor James Madison (for Jefferson) 
 Campaign Manager/Advisor George Clinton (for Burr) 
 Campaign Manager/Advisor Thomas Pinckney (for Pinckney) 
 Public Relations Agent 
 Media Expert  
 TV/Webcast Host 
 Reporter 

 
 
History Habits of the Mind:* 
 Initially, this lesson will allow students to relate the modern political process to its 

predecessor—the election of 1800 and its tumultuous, yet peaceful process 
 By assuming one of many roles in the Campaign Press Conference simulation students 

will become experts on all four major political candidates, their surrogates; the 
atmosphere of the day through analysis, interpretation, and professionalism. 

 Students will learn the art justifying their own position, opposing rival positions, or 
asking critical questions through the gathering and interpretation of evidence 

 By speaking in front of the class and to their peers, students will acquire valuable skills of 
rhetoric, leadership, and creativity 



 By assuming one of eight major roles, students will also experience the fun of bringing 
history alive 

*For more in-depth information on History Habits of the Mind, please visit the following 
website: http://www.nche.net/habitsofmind 
 
 
Guiding Questions:  

1. What were the platform positions of the presidential candidates? 
2. Who should the voting public and the Electoral College vote for and why? 
3. How did the Election of 1800 influence all elections that followed? 
4. How are elections in our own time similar to and different from the Election of 1800? 
5. What can we learn about significant character traits and leadership skills that affect 

change through a study of history of the election of 1800? 
6. Why is this important to you today? 

 
Resources:  
PowerPoint: Election of 1800 & Campaign Press Conference Process 
Documents related to the election including: 
            --Press Conference Directions 
 --Group Roles & Responsibilities sheets 
 --Grading Rubrics based on role 
            --Presidential Candidate Background Sheets (Adams, Jefferson, Burr, Pinckney) 
Websites to consider: 
Election of 1800 information: http://www.lehrmaninstitute.org/history/1800.html 
Miller Center at the University of Virginia @ http://millercenter.org/president/adams 
Campaign Commercial Sample:    http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI   
(Democratic‐)Republican Party Background information: 

http://21stcenturycicero.wordpress.com/party/democratic‐republican‐party/   
Federalist Party background information: 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/duel/peopleevents/pande05.html 
Common Core Standards Website: http://www.corestandards.org/ 
 
 
 
Student Roles, Tasks, Objectives: 
The chart below provides descriptions of each role students may be assigned, their 
responsibilities, and their objectives regarding their part in the Election of 1800 
 
Role Name/Party Tasks Objective for Press 

Conference 
Presidential 
Candidate 
(1 per political party) 

Adams/Federalist 
 Pinckney/Federalist 
Jefferson/Republican 

Burr/Republican 
 

Write/deliver 
campaign speech 
highlighting: 
Party Platform 
including-- 
--Domestic Policy 

Convince voters, 
electors & media why 
you should be 
president (and your 
opponent should not) 
 



--National Bank, 
Currency 
--Defense Policy 
--Foreign Policy (e.g. 
Britain & France) 
--Dual Federalism 
(role of state/fed govt) 
*4 minute speech 
(approx. 2pgs) 

Campaign Manager/ 
Advisor(s) 
(1-2 students) 

Abigail Adams for 
John Adams 

James Madison for 
Thomas Jefferson 
George Clinton for 

Aaron Burr 
Thomas Pinckney for 

Charles Pinckney 

Co-write speech and 
assist candidate in 
fielding questions 
from reporters, 
opponent(s) 

--Write brief bio of 
candidate 
highlighting: 
--Background 
--Qualifications 
--Accomplishments 

Public Relations 
Agent(s) 
(2 students each 
party) 

Federalist 
V 

Republican 

Create four campaign 
posters 
--2 supporting your 
candidate/party 
--2 opposing your 
rival(s)/party 
--Political Party 
Platform poster 
highlighting areas 
mentioned above 
(at least one poster 
should be in the style 
of satire and/or 
political cartoon style) 

Convince voters, 
electors & media why 
you should be 
president (and your 
opponent should not) 

Media Expert(s) 
(1-2 students) 

Federalist 
V 

Republican 

Create a campaign 
commercial including: 
--strengths of your 
candidate/party 
--weaknesses of your 
opponent(s) [you may 
focus on one 
opponent or all three] 
--exaggerate both 
virtues of your 
candidate/party and 
the missteps &/or 
weaknesses of 
opponent with some 
basis in truth 

Create a one minute 
campaign commercial 
in support of your 
candidate 



*Length: 1 minute 
(e.g. You Tube 
segment on Jefferson) 

Host 
(1-2 students—you 
could assign cohosts) 

N/A Prepare for Election 
1800 TV/Webcast 
Campaign by 
delivering: 
--a general 
introduction to your 
audience (viewers, 
media) 
--a brief statement of 
each candidate 
--A dramatized build-
up of the Election of 
1800 
--A brief PowerPoint 
including: 
__Title slide 
__Slide for each 
candidate (photo, 
career highlights, 
political party) 
__A song must also 
accompany 
introduction 
--You also act as 
moderator throughout 
program 
*Approx. one 
paragraph description 
of each candidate 

To host live 
TV/Webcast coverage 
of Election of  1800 

Reporter(s) --reporters should 
remain neutral 

Create 8 questions & 
answers for press 
conference including: 
--3 On-the-Surface 
Questions—answers 
to questions that can 
be found from textual 
sources (common 
sources)—generally 
begin with stems: 
Who, What, When, 
Where: Explicit (only 
one possible answer) 
--5 Under-the-Surface 

--Prepare questions 
and answers in 
anticipation of the 
press conference 
--Ask questions upon 
conclusion of 
campaign speeches 



Questions answers to 
questions that cannot 
be found from textual 
sources (common 
sources)—generally 
begin with stems: 
Why, How Would, 
Could, Should: 
Implicit (many 
possible answers) 

Requirements of Participants on day of Press Conference: 
 All students must dress professionally—either as the persons themselves would have 

dressed or in job-interview-type professional wardrobe 
 All speakers must conduct themselves professionally at all times 
 No interruptions during speeches 
 Speakers encouraged to use English-style accents of the day 
 Press Conference will be filmed 

 
 

Pre-Press Conference Sequence of Activities (all approx.) 
Day 1 

1. Time-To-Think Warm-Up Activity (at beginning of PowerPoint) 
2. PowerPoint* 

*You may choose to use an entire class period lecturing the PowerPoint with students 
while they produce notes, create questions and answers from the notes, and summarize 
key information (e.g. Cornell Notes).  Or you may just briefly cover the PowerPoint and 
have students begin the stages of the Press Conference on Day 1. 

3. Directions for Press Conference (PPT) 
4. Break Students into groups of four to include: 
Candidate, Advisor, Agent, Media Expert 
--Reporters & Host(s) may work independently but should be encouraged to consult primary 
presidential candidate groups for questions or clarifications for further assistance or 
information.  

In considering student groups you may wish to form groups in advance to ensure 
heterogeneous learning styles and differing learning abilities, strengths, and English 
Language proficiency.  If you choose to group them randomly, just make adjustments to 
ensure students are grouped in a fashion that allows for mixed-ability groups to work 
together well according to strengths based on role.  Hosts will work independently and 
gather information on presidential candidates by examining background documents on 
each presidential candidate. 
*An effective transitional strategy for breaking students into groups may be to 
specifically tell each group where to meet each other, the proper group formation, and 
time students (for example, 35 seconds to get into groups of five), making sure they take 
all belongings without talking.  Rehearse grouping procedures several times if necessary 
to ensure group transitions are quick, quiet, orderly, and seamless. 



5. Press Conference Goals Checklist Day 1 (steps a-c): Have these goals projected on the 
screen and/or have a copy available to students or you may have students copy the Day 1 
Goals themselves. 

Day 1 Goals: Each day students will complete a required list of goals in preparation for 
the Press Conference. 
Day 1 Goals are as follows: 
a. Students highlight key information, and summarize key information in complete 

sentences for assigned Presidential Candidate groups.  Summaries should focus 
primarily on notable achievements and political issues. 

b. Group Role Sheets—students choose roles, list responsibilities (provide master copy to 
teacher 
c. Brainstorm speeches, intros, ?s, info, campaign commercial ideas 

6. Exit Visa—At close of class monitor and check off student goals checklist as an “exit 
visa” allowing students to leave on time.  You may hold students who have not 
completed above goals back for a short time to assist them and provide time to complete 
goals.  

7. Out of Class Challenge (Homework): Finish Biographical Briefing/ 
Brainstorm speeches, intros, ?s, info according to role.  All students should could prepared 
the following day equip with additional information on their group’s candidate of focus via 
Internet research. 

*You may choose to use an entire class period lecturing the PowerPoint with students while they 
produce notes, create questions and answers from the notes, and summarize key information (e.g. 
Cornell Notes).  Or you may just briefly cover the PowerPoint and have students begin the stages 
of the Press Conference on Day 1 as written above. 

 
 

Day 2 
1. Press Conference Goals Checklist Day 2 
2. Review roles, goals with students 
3. Break students into groups (timed) 
4. Day 2 Goals by role: 

Candidate—4 minute speech—outline 
Advisor—1 minute introductory outline 
PR Agent—Campaign poster brainstorm/outline/sketch 
Media Expert—brainstorm campaign commercial concepts, ideas, style 
Reporter—8 questions for each of 4 candidates 
Host—gather basic information for all for candidates 

5.  Exit Visa: Teacher checks all work as listed above according to role 
 

Day 3 
1. PC Goals Checklist Day 3 
2. Review roles, goals with students 
3. Break students into groups (timed) 
4. Day 3 Goals by role— 



Candidate—4 minute speech—rough draft 
Advisor—1 minute introductory rough draft 
PR Agent—Campaign poster brainstorm/outline/sketch 
Media Expert—piece together campaign commercial concepts, ideas, style 
Reporter—write out answers to all questions for each of 4 candidates 
Host—gather info for all for candidates, work on PowerPoint 

5.  Exit Visa: Teacher checks all work according to role 
Out of Class Challenge (Homework): type final draft speeches, posters, etc. according to 
role, continue producing campaign commercial 

  
Day 4 

1. PC Goals Checklist Day 4 
2. Review roles, goals 
3. Break students into groups (timed) 
4. Goals by role: 

Actor—4 minute speech—final draft 
Advisor—1 min introductory final draft 
PR Agent—Campaign posters finalized 
Reporter—8 questions and answers for each of 4 candidates complete 
Host—Introductory PowerPoint finalized and theme music selected 

5.  Exit Visa: Teacher checks all work according to role 
Out of Class Challenge (Homework): Revise/rehearse final draft speeches, posters, etc. 
according to role, finalize campaign commercial 

 
Day 5: Press Conference 

1. Rehearsal, costume time 
2. Set up classroom 
3. Press Conference 

Sequence of Press Conference: 

a. Host introduction of Presidential Candidates 
b. Campaign Advisor Introductions (1 min) 
c. Candidate speeches (4 mins) 
d. Campaign Commercial* 
e. Reporter, host, panelist questions 
f. Repeat order until all 4 candidates are complete** 

*Due to the complexity of the campaign commercial, you may wish to all these to be 
shown after the press conference (to allow for completion over the weekend) 
**You may choose to have all campaign managers and presidential candidates to speak 
first before opening up for questions to ensure all speeches have been delivered the same 
class period 

 
 
 
 



Post Press Conference Follow-Up: Debrief & Editorial 
a. Debrief (Day 5 and 6) 

 1.Following the Press Conference students will debrief highlights of the press conference—
strengths and suggestions for improvement for all students based on role with particular attention 
to the presidential candidates 
2.Students will also debrief by verbally responding to the Guiding Questions stated previously in 
the lesson plan. 
--You might also choose to have students produce a written response to the Guiding Questions 
following the Press Conference presentations.  However, the Editorial assignment below should 
suffice. 
 

b. Editorial:  
All students must type a one-page editorial based on the Presidential Press 
Conference of 1800 

Editorials must include: 
 Title  
 Date (Month, day, 1800) 
 Strengths of each candidate (justified by specific evidence as related to the 

specific issues of the day) 
 Weaknesses of each candidate (based on issues of the day)  
 An assessment of which candidate would be the better leader considering the 

issues 
 Your prediction on how the candidates will place in the final election and why  

 
 

Press Conference Filming &Viewing 
Filming the Press Conference serves important purposes.  Though students may be nervous at the 
thought, this will in fact pique their performance, they will quickly forget they are on camera 
once the press conference begins, and viewing the simulation a day or two following the actual 
activity can provide the teacher an assessment tool, and most of all, allow students the enjoyment 
of watching themselves and their peers in action. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Campaign Speech & Press Conference for the Election of 1800 
 

Student Roles, Tasks, Objectives: 
The chart below provides descriptions of each role you may be assigned, your responsibilities, 
and your objectives regarding your part in the Election of 1800. 
Role Name/Party Tasks 
Presidential 
Candidate 
(1 per political party) 

Adams/Federalist 
 Pinckney/Federalist 
Jefferson/Republican 
Burr/Republican 
 

Write/deliver campaign speech highlighting: 
Party Platform including-- 
--Domestic Policy 
--National Bank, Currency 
--Defense Policy 
--Foreign Policy (e.g. Britain & France) 
--Dual Federalism (role of state/fed govt) 
*4 minute speech (approx. 2pgs) 

Campaign Manager/ 
Advisor(s) 
(1-2 students) 

Abigail Adams for 
John Adams 
James Madison for 
Thomas Jefferson 
George Clinton for 
Aaron Burr 
Thomas Pinckney for 
Charles Pinckney 

Co-write speech and assist candidate in fielding 
questions from reporters, opponent(s) 

Public Relations 
Agent(s) 
(2 students each 
party) 

Federalist 
V 
Republican 

Create four campaign posters 
--2 supporting your candidate/party 
--2 opposing your rival(s)/party 
--Political Party Platform poster highlighting 
areas mentioned above 
(at least one poster should be in the style of 
satire and/or political cartoon style) 

Media Expert(s) 
(1-2 students) 

Federalist 
V 
Republican 

Create a campaign commercial including: 
--strengths of your candidate/party 
--weaknesses of your opponent(s) [you may 
focus on one opponent or all three] 
--exaggerate both virtues of your 
candidate/party and the missteps &/or 
weaknesses of opponent with some basis in 
truth 
*Length: 1 minute 
(e.g. You Tube segment on Jefferson)  

Host 
(1-2 students—you 
could assign cohosts) 

N/A Prepare for Election 1800 TV/Webcast 
Campaign by delivering: 
--a general introduction to your audience 
(viewers, media) 
--a brief statement of each candidate 
--A dramatized build-up of the Election of 1800 
--A brief PowerPoint including: 



__Title slide 
__Slide for each candidate (photo, career 
highlights, political party) 
__A song must also accompany introduction 
--You also act as moderator throughout 
program 
*Approx. one paragraph description of each 
candidate 

Reporter(s) --reporters should 
remain neutral 

Create 8 questions & answers for press 
conference including: 
--3 On-the-Surface Questions—answers to 
questions that can be found from textual 
sources (common sources)—generally begin 
with stems: Who, What, When, Where: Explicit 
(only one possible answer) 
--5 Under-the-Surface Questions answers to 
questions that cannot be found from textual 
sources (common sources)—generally begin 
with stems: 
Why, How Would, Could, Should: Implicit 
(many possible answers) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Group #______ 

Period________ 
 

Campaign Speech & Press Conference for the Election of 1800 
 

Presidential Candidate of Focus___________________________ 
 
Roles Student/Job(s) Individual 

Grade 
Group Grade Total Grade 

Pres. 
Candidate 
(four minute 
campaign 
speech) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Manager/ 
Advisor 
(1 minute 
intro)  

 
 
 
 
 

   

PR Agent 
(four 
campaign 
posters 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Reporter 
3 on-the- 
Surface/ 
5 under-the-
surface ?s & 
As 

 
 
 
 
 

   

Media Expert 
1 minute 
campaign 
commercial 

   
 
 

 

Host 
Candidate 
Intro script, 
brief PPT 

    

 
 
 



 
 

Rubric for Campaign Speech/Press Conference 
Role: Presidential Candidate 
Approaching Basic Proficient Advanced 

-Speech is 
delivered with 
minimal clarity, 
addresses at 
least 1 policy 
issue, lacking or 
absent rationale 
& evidence 
-Most questions 
not answered 
during press 
conf. with 
minimal or no 
elaboration 
-Speech is at 
least 1 minute in 
length 
-Not dressed 
professionally 
 

-Speech is 
delivered with 
limited clarity, 
addresses 3 
policy issues 
supported with 
some rationale 
& evidence 
-Most questions 
answered during 
press conf. with 
some 
elaboration 
-Speech is at 
least 2 minutes 
in length 
-Dressed semi-
professionally 
 
 

-Speech is 
delivered with 
general clarity, 
addresses 5 
policy issues 
generally 
supported with 
rationale & 
evidence 
-Most questions 
answered during 
press conf. with 
complete 
elaboration 
-Speech is at 
least 3 minutes 
in length 
-Dressed in 
character or 
professionally 
 

-Speech is 
delivered with 
supreme clarity, 
addresses all 7 
policy issues 
with complete 
rationale & 
evidence 
-All questions 
answered during 
press conf. with 
complete 
elaboration 
-Speech is 4 
minutes in 
length 
-Dressed in 
character or 
professionally 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Rubric for Campaign Speech/Press Conference 
Role: Campaign Manager/Advisor 

Approaching Basic Proficient Advanced 
-Introductory 
Speech is 
delivered 
without clarity 
lacking much of 
the background, 
qualifications, & 
accomplishment
s of candidate 
-Assists 
candidate in 
fielding some 
questions when 
necessary 
-Speech is less 
than 30 seconds 
-Not 
professionally 
dressed or 
dressed in 
character 
 

-Introductory 
Speech is 
delivered with 
some clarity 
including some 
background, 
qualifications, & 
accomplishment
s of candidate 
-Assists 
candidate in 
fielding some 
questions when 
necessary 
-Speech at least 
30 seconds 
-Semi-
professionally 
dressed or 
dressed in 
character 
 

-Introductory 
Speech is 
delivered with 
clarity including 
background, 
qualifications, & 
accomplishment
s of candidate 
-Assists 
candidate in 
fielding most 
questions when 
necessary 
-Speech at least 
45 seconds 
-Professionally 
dressed or 
dressed in 
character 

-Introductory 
Speech is 
delivered with 
supreme clarity 
including 
background, 
qualifications, & 
accomplishment
s of candidate 
-Assists 
candidate in 
fielding 
questions when 
necessary 
-Speech at least 
1 min. 
-Professionally 
dressed or 
dressed in 
character  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Rubric for Campaign Speech/Press Conference 
Role: Public Relations Agent 
 
Approaching Basic Proficient Advanced 
-1 campaign 
poster created 
with creative 
slogan, symbol, 
quote & labeling 
supporting/oppo
sing 
candidate(s) 
-Political Party 
platform poster 
highlights 1-2 
issues  
-Not dressed in 
character 
 
 

-2 campaign 
posters created 
with creative 
slogan, symbol, 
quote & labeling 
supporting/oppo
sing 
candidate(s) 
-Political Party 
platform poster 
highlight 3 
issues  
-Dressed Semi-
professionally 
or in character 
 
 
 

-3 campaign 
posters created 
with creative 
slogan, symbol, 
quote & labeling 
supporting/oppo
sing 
candidate(s) 
- Political Party 
platform poster 
highlight 5 
issues 
-Dressed 
professionally 
or in character 
  
 

-4 campaign 
posters created 
with creative 
slogan, symbol, 
quote & labeling 
supporting/oppo
sing 
candidate(s) 
-Political Party 
platform poster 
highlight all 7 
issues 
-Dressed 
professionally 
or in character 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Rubric for Campaign Speech/Press Conference 
Role: Media Expert 
Approaching Basic Proficient Advanced 
-Campaign 
commercial is 
delivered lacking 
originality lacking 
most or all of the 
elements below: 
-strengths of 
your 
candidate/party 
-weaknesses of 
your opponent(s) 
-exaggerating 
both virtues of 
your 
candidate/party 
and the missteps 
&/or weaknesses 
of opponent with 
some basis in 
truth 
-Length at least 
30 seconds 
-Student dressed 
semi-
professionally 
 
 

-Campaign 
commercial is 
delivered in a 
semi-original 
manner including 
some of the 
elements below: 
-strengths of 
your 
candidate/party 
-weaknesses of 
your opponent(s) 
-exaggerating 
both virtues of 
your 
candidate/party 
and the missteps 
&/or weaknesses 
of opponent with 
some basis in 
truth 
-Length at least 
30 seconds 
-Student 
dressed semi-
professionally 
 

-Campaign commercial 
is delivered in a mostly 
original manner 
including most 
elements below: 
-strengths of your 
candidate/party 
-weaknesses of your 
opponent(s) 
-exaggerating both 
virtues of your 
candidate/party and 
the missteps &/or 
weaknesses of 
opponent with some 
basis in truth 
-Length at least 45 
seconds 
-Student dressed 
professionally/charact
er 
 

-Campaign 
commercial is 
delivered in a 
highly original 
manner 
including: 
-strengths of 
your 
candidate/part
y 
-weaknesses of 
your 
opponent(s) 
-exaggerating 
both virtues of 
your 
candidate/part
y and the 
missteps &/or 
weaknesses of 
opponent with 
some basis in 
truth 
-Length 1 
minute 
-Student 
dressed 
professionally 
or in character 



Rubric for Campaign Speech/Press Conference 
Role: Host 
Approaching Basic Proficient Advanced 

Host delivers very 
little of the 
following: 
--a general 
introduction to your 
audience 
--a brief statement 
of each candidate 
--A dramatized build-
up of the Election of 
1800 
--A brief PowerPoint 
including: 
__Title slide 
__Slide for each 
candidate (photo, 
career highlights, 
political party) 
__A song must also 
accompany 
introduction 
--Acts as moderator 
throughout program 
--Not dressed prof. 

Host delivers 
some or half the 
following: 
--a general 
introduction to 
your audience 
--a brief 
statement of 
each candidate 
--A dramatized 
build-up of the 
Election of 1800 
--A brief 
PowerPoint 
including: 
__Title slide 
__Slide for each 
candidate (photo, 
career 
highlights, 
political party) 
__A song must 
also accompany 
introduction 
--Acts as 
moderator 
throughout 
program 
--Dressed semi-
prof. 

Host delivers most 
the following: 
--a general 
introduction to 
your audience 
--a brief 
statement of each 
candidate 
--A dramatized 
build-up of the 
Election of 1800 
--A brief 
PowerPoint 
including: 
__Title slide 
__Slide for each 
candidate (photo, 
career highlights, 
political party) 
__A song must also 
accompany 
introduction 
--Acts as 
moderator 
throughout 
program 
--Dressed 
professionally 

Host delivers the 
following: 
--a general 
introduction to 
your audience 
--a brief 
statement of each 
candidate 
--A dramatized 
build-up of the 
Election of 1800 
--A brief 
PowerPoint 
including: 
__Title slide 
__Slide for each 
candidate (photo, 
career highlights, 
political party) 
__A song must 
also accompany 
introduction 
--Acts as 
moderator 
throughout 
program 
--Dressed 
professionally 

 
 
 
 
 



Rubric for Campaign Speech/Press Conference 
Role: Reporter 
Common Core Standards:  
Approaching Basic Proficient Advanced 

-Student 
prepares and 
answers 3 
questions (1 on-
the-surface, 2 
under-the-
surface) for each 
candidate 
-Students asks 
and probes upon 
questions during 
press conference 
-Student dressed 
semi-
professionally or 
in character 
 
 

-Student 
prepares and 
answers 4 
questions (2 on-
the-surface, 2 
under-the-
surface) for 
each candidate 
-Students asks 
and probes upon 
questions during 
press 
conference 
-Student 
dressed semi-
professionally 
or in character 

-Student 
prepares and 
answers 6 
questions (2 on-
the-surface, 4 
under-the-
surface) for 
each candidate 
-Students asks 
and probes upon 
questions during 
press 
conference 
-Student 
dressed 
professionally 
or in character 

-Student 
prepares and 
answers 8 
questions (3 on-
the-surface, 5 
under-the-
surface) for 
each candidate 
-Student asks 
and probes upon 
questions during 
press 
conference 
-Student 
dressed 
professionally 
or in character  

 


