
The Election of 1800 

How important is it? 

 

Thomas Jefferson called it 
“The Revolution of 1800” 



Time to Think (Warm-up) 

1.Carefully review the headlines to follow 
and list three things each has in common. 





 Zambiaís Christian leaders lament election 
violence  - March 01, 2013 

 Following the murder of a political party official 
and the postponement of parliamentary 
elections, Zambiaís Catholic bishops have joined 
Protestant leaders in condemning election-
related violence. We are extremely disturbed and 
greatly saddened by the violence and the loss of 
precious life in the heat of the recent campaigns,. 
. . . . 

 





 Election violence: 35 killed so Far 

 The Philippine Star,  May 7, 2013  

 MANILA, Philippines - Thirty-five dead, and 

counting.In the 112 days since the start of the 

election period, 58 cases of suspected election-

related violent incidents have been recorded, the 

Philippine National Police (PNP) reported 

yesterday.The PNP-Directorate for Investigation 

and Detection Management (DIDM) said that the 

58 incidents included 11 cases that were verified 

to have been triggered by election issues, while 

47 others are still under investigation. 

 





Time to Think (Warm-up) Pt II 

2.List three reasons each of these nations 
have experienced revolt-like/revolutionary 
elections. 

3.How has the United States managed to 
avoid revolutionary elections throughout 
most of its history? 



The Election of 1800 

How important is it? 

 

Thomas Jefferson called it 
“The Revolution of 1800” 



A pivotal event in 
United States History… 

 

Will the young republic 
survive this new 
experiment? 



 
Quick Write 
A. Identify these figures. Why were they chosen to 
be sculpted onto Mt. Rushmore? Who is missing? 
Who else is sculpted on Mt. Rushmore?   
B. Draw the figures and create a thought-bubble 
for each related to what each might say or think. 



The Constitutional Convention 



The Constitutional Convention 

The most qualified person would be 

chosen President 

The next most qualified person would be 

chosen Vice President 

The state legislatures would determine the 

manner of choosing the Electors 



Federalist  10 

 “Among the numerous advantages 
promised by a well constructed union, 
none deserves to be more accurately 
developed than its tendency to break and 
control the violence of faction. . . . ” 

 A republic rather than a democracy 

 Federal system of divided power 

 Large rather than a small republic 



Issues of the day (platform) 

The  

 French 

 Revolution 

 

Divided 

         

America 

 



                           When the British 
                          & French went to 
                          war in 1793 

Hamiltonians 

(Federalists) 

preferred support 

for the British 

 

Jeffersonians 

(Republicans) preferred 

support for the French 

 



The Players 

Vice President, John Adams 

 By the second 
election of 
Washington and 
Adams, the 
outlines of a 
two-party 
system were 
emerging. 
 



Thomas Jefferson 



Aaron Burr 

 



Platform Issue Jay Treaty (John Jay) 



The Jay Treaty 

 Britain agreed to remove troops from 
American soil 

 agreed to let American ships trade with 
British colonies in Asia 

 promised payment for damage for ships 
illegally seized in the West Indies 

 

 But… 

 



Jay Treaty (cont.) 

 Britain refused to stop attacking American  
merchant ships elsewhere in the world 

 Britain would not allow American ships to 
trade with the British West Indies 

 Britain rejected the premise that as a 
neutral nation, America had trading rights 
during wartime 

 Britain would not pay for slaves who fled 
to the British during the American 
Revolution 



A Political Rematch of the Election 
of 1796 (Adams elected 2nd Pres.) 

John Adams 

Federalist 

Thomas Jefferson 

Republican 



Aaron Burr 
Republican 

Considered a 
Dark Horse 
in the 
Election 
(former 
Senator from 
NY) 



Charles 
Pinckney 

Federalist 
Governor 
from South 
Carolina 

 



Conflicting Views on Platform 
Issues 

Federalist Republicans 

 Strong Fed Govt 

 Strong Military 

 Urban Society 

 Mercantilism/Foreign 
Trade 

 Against French Rev 

(favored Britain) 

 Favor National Bank 

 Strong State Govt 

 Small Military 

 Agric. Society 

 Focus on Domestic 
Trade 

 For French Rev 

(favored France) 

 National Bank unconst. 
(untrustworthy) 



 
 

Campaign Speech & Press 
Conference for the Election of 

1800 



Campaign Advisors 

Abigail Adams for John 
Adams 

James Madison for 
Thomas Jefferson 

  



Campaign Advisors 

George Clinton for 
Aaron Burr 

Thomas Pinckney for 
Charles Pinckney 

  



Objective 

To Conduct a Press Conference 
simulation of the Presidential 
Campaign of 1800 



Additional Tasks: 
Presidential Candidates 

 Write a Campaign Speech as John Adams, 
Thomas Jefferson, or Aaron Burr, in preparation 
for the Election of 1800 

 To deliver your campaign speech in front of the 
media 

 To answer questions from reporters and/or your 
opponent at the conclusion of speech 



Scenario 

Students will prepare for 
and actively participate in 
a Press Conference for the 
Election of 1800.  



Students will be assigned one of 
the following roles 

 Presidential Candidate: John Adams—Federalist  

 Thomas Jefferson—Republican 

 Aaron Burr—Republican 

 Charles Pinckney--Federalist 

 Campaign Manager/Advisor: Abigail 
Adams/James Madison/George Clinton  

 Public Relations Agent 

 Media Expert  

 Host 

 Reporter 



Role Name/Party Tasks Objective for 
Press Conference 

Presidential 
Candidate 
(1 per political 
party) 

Adams/Federalis
t 

Versus 
Jefferson/Republ

icans 

Write/deliver 
campaign speech 
highlighting: 
 Party Platform 
 Domestic 

Policy 
 Trade 
 National Bank, 

Currency 
 Defense Policy 
 Foreign Policy 
(e.g. French 
Revolution) 
 Trade 
 Dual 

Federalism 
(role of 
state/fed 
govt) 

*4 minute 
speech (approx. 
2pgs) 

Convince voters, 
electors & media 
why you should 
be president 
(and your 
opponent should 
not) 
  



Presidential Candidate 
(1 per political party) 
This role could be 
optional but it 
expands the field and 
fills more rigorous 
student roles for class 
simulation 
--This role could be 
adjusted to fit vice 
presidential position 
(event though formal 
vice presidential roles 
had not been 
established at the 
time) or it could just 
expand to the four 
major presidential 
candidates of the 
election 
 

  
Burr/Rep’s 

V 
Jefferson/ 

Rep’s 

Write/ 
deliver 
campaign 
speech 
highlightin
g: 
--Party 
Platform 
--Domestic 
Policy 
--Trade 
--National 
Bank, 
Currency 
--Defense 
Policy 
--Foreign 
Policy, 
Trade 
--Dual 
Federalism 
(role of 
state/fed 
govt) 
*4 minute 
speech 
(approx. 2 
pgs) 

Convince voters, 
electors & media why 
you should be 
president (and your 
opponent should not) 
  



Campaign 
Manager/ 
Advisor(s) 
(1-2 students) 

Hamilton/ 
Federalist 

V. 
Madison/ 

Republicans 

Co-write 
speech and 
assist 
candidate in 
fielding 
questions from 
reporters, 
opponent(s) 

 Write brief 
bio of 
candidate 
highlighting: 

 Background 
 Qualifications 
 Accomplish-

ments 



Public 
Relations 
Agent(s) 
(2 students 
each party) 

Federalist 
V 

Republican 

Create four 
campaign posters 
 2 supporting 

your 
candidate/part
y 

 2 opposing 
your 
rival(s)/party 

 Political Party 
Platform poster 
highlighting 
areas 
mentioned 
above 

 (at least one 
poster should 
be in the style 
of satire and/or 
political 
cartoon style) 

Convince 
voters, 
electors & 
media why 
you should be 
president 
(and your 
opponent 
should not) 



Media 
Expert(s) 
(1-2 students) 

Federalist 
V 

Republican 
http://www.y
outube.com/w
atch?v=Y_zTN

4BXvYI 

Create a campaign 
commercial 
including: 
 strengths of your 

candidate/ 
      party 
 weaknesses of 

your opponent(s) 
[you may focus 
on one opponent 
or all three] 

 --exaggerate 
both virtues of 
your 
candidate/party 
and the missteps 
&/or weaknesses 
of opponent with 
some basis in 
truth 

 *Length: 1 
minute 

 (e.g. You Tube 
segment on 
Jefferson)  

Create a one 
minute campaign 
commercial in 
support of your 
candidate 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI


Host 
(1-2 students—
you could assign 
cohosts) 

N/A  Prepare for 
Election 1800 
TV/Webcast 
Campaign by 
delivering: 

 a general 
introduction to 
your audience 
(viewers, 
media) 

 a brief 
statement of 
each candidate 

 A dramatized 
build-up of the 
Election of ‘96 

 A brief 
PowerPoint 
including: 

__Title slide 
__Slide for each 
candidate (photo, 
career highlights, 
political party) 
__A song must 
also accompany 
introduction 
 

 To host live 
TV/Webcast 
coverage of 
Election of  
1800 

 You may also 
act as 
moderator 
throughout 
program 

 *Approx. one 
paragraph 
description of 
each candidate 

 
 



Reporter(s) --reporters 
should remain 

neutral 

Create 8 
questions & 
answers for 
press conference 
including: 
  3 On-the-

Surface 
Questions—
Explicit: 
answers to 
questions 
Who, What, 
When, Where: 
Explicit (only 
one possible 
answer) 

 --5 Under-the-
Surface 
Questions—
Implicit: Why, 
How, Would, 
Could, Should 

 

--Prepare 
questions and 
answers in 
anticipation of 
the press 
conference 
--Ask questions 
upon conclusion 
of campaign 
speeches 



Requirements of Participants on 
day of Press Conference 

 All students must dress professionally—
either as the persons themselves would 
have dressed or in job-interview-type 
professional wardrobe 

 All speakers must conduct themselves 
professionally at all times 

 No interruptions during speeches 

 Speakers encouraged to use English-
style accents of the day 

 *Press Conference will be filmed 

 



 



The Controversial Candidate:  
Aaron Burr 

 



Charles Pinckney (Federalist) 



Ideas you can use in the Campaign 

Political Fighting & the Media’s Impact 



 

Naturalization, Alien & Sedition Acts, 

1798 

 



Alien & Sedition Acts 1798 

 The Naturalization Act increased to 15 years the 
residency requirement to become an American 
citizen, intending to reduce the influence of 
French immigrants on American politics. 

 The Alien Act provided for the deportation of 
possibly dangerous     aliens during a war. 

 The Sedition Act provided for fines and 
imprisonment for speaking or writing criticisms 
of the President of the United States (but not of 
the Vice President!)  A number of people were 
jailed, fined or awaiting trial when the act 
expired in 1801. 
 



 The Republican press 
pictured England as 
oppressive 

 Labeled the Federalists as 
Monarchists and violators of 
the “spirit of 1776” 

 “All communities divide 
themselves into the few and 
the many.  The first are the 
rich and well-born; the other 
the mass of the people. . . 
Turbulent and changing, 
they seldom judge or 
determine right.  Give 
therefore to the first class a 
distinct permanent share in 
the Government.”  
 Alexander Hamilton  
 



Extreme Mud- 
Slinging 

The Federalists 
charged the 
Republicans with 
being “Jacobins”, 
thereby associating 
them with the Reign 
of Terror in France, 
waged by the 
“masses.”   
 
Painting Republicans 
with the brush of 
“democratic excess”, 
the Federalists 
predicted the 
dissolution of America 
into godless anarchy 
 

 



Although occurring 
in the House of 
Representatives 
several months 
before the passage 
of the Alien & 
Sedition Acts, this 
fight between 
Vermont Republican 
Matthew Lyon and 
Connecticut 
Federalist, Roger 
Griswold, symbolized 
the tensions in 
Congress. Lyon, with 
the fire tongs, was 
later jailed for 
publicly criticizing 
President Adams. 
 

 



James Madison 

 Claimed state power 
to nullify laws that 
violated the contract 
between the states 
and the national 
government within 
state borders 

 



 The Election of 1800 

 

 “the spirit of party had taken hold with a 
vengeance” 

 the election would “clearly evince, 
whether a Republican form of Government 
is worth contending for” and decide “in 
some measure, our future destiny.” 
 



The Campaign 
 

 there was no national campaign, but a series of local 
contests 

 candidates did not campaign 

 newspapers were highly partisan & used effectively 

 Republicans began something similar to campaigning-
-speaking wherever crowds gathered:  horse races, 
cockfights & church meetings 

 Broadsides and pamphlets were circulated attacking 
or supporting the candidates 

 letters circulated praising or damming candidates 



The rest is up to you… 

Make this Campaign and Press Conference 
come alive! 

 

Here’s an example: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4
BXvYI 

  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_zTN4BXvYI


Pre-Press Conference Sequence of 

Activities          Day 1 

1.   Big Idea—Election of 1800 

2. Directions for Press Conference 

3. Break Students into groups 

4. Press Conference Goals Checklist 

5. Students highlight key information, answer questions in complete sentences for assigned 

Biographical Briefings 

6. Group Role Sheets—students choose roles, list responsibilities (provide master copy to 

teacher 

7. Brainstorm speeches, intros, ?s, info, campaign commercial ideas 

8. Exit Visa—goals complete 

9. Out of Class Challenge (Homework): Finish Biographical Briefing/ 

Brainstorm speeches, intros, ?s, info—research candidate(s) 



Day 2 

1. PC Goals Checklist Day 2 

2. Review roles, goals 

3. Break students into groups (timed) 

4. Goals by role—Actor—4 min speech--outline 

                                PR Agent—1 min intro--outline 

                                Reporter—8 questions for each of 4 candidates 

     Host—gather info for all for candidates 

5.  Exit Visa: Mr. Sinor’s checks all work according to role 



 
 

Day 3 

1. PC Goals Checklist Day 3 

2. Review roles, goals 

3. Break students into groups (timed) 

4. Goals by role—Actor—4 min speech—rough draft 

                                PR Agent—1 min intro—rough draft 

                                Reporter—write out answers to all questions for each of 4 candidates 

     Host—gather info for all for candidates, work on PowerPoint 

5.  Exit Visa: Mr. Sinor checks all work according to role 

Out of Class Challenge (Homework): type final draft speeches, posters, etc. according to 

role, continue producing campaign commercial 



Day 4 

1. PC Goals Checklist Day 3 

2. Review roles, goals 

3. Break students into groups (timed) 

4. Goals by role—Actor—4 min speech--outline 

                                PR Agent—1 min intro--outline 

                                Reporter—8 questions for each of 4 candidates 

     Host—gather info for all for candidates 

5.  Exit Visa: Mr. Sinor checks all work according to role 

Out of Class Challenge (Homework): Revise/rehearse final draft speeches, posters, etc. 

according to role, finalize campaign commercial 



Day 5: Press Conference 

1. Rehearsal, costume time 

2. Set up classroom 

3. Host “TV intros” 

4. Press Conf 



Sequence of Press Conference 

a. Campaign Manager Introductions (1 min) 

b. Actor speeches (4 mins) 

c. Campaign Commercial* 

d. Reporter, host, panelist questions 



Post Press Conference Follow-Up: 
Debrief & Editorial 

 Debrief 

 

 Following the Press Conference students 
will debrief highlights of the press 
conference—strengths and suggestions for 
improvement for all students based on 
role with particular attention to the 
presidential candidates 



Editorial 

 All students must type a one-page editorial 
based on the Presidential Press Conference 
of 1800 

 Editorials must include: 

 Title  

 Date (Month, day, 1800) 

 Strengths of each candidate (justified by 
specific evidence and/or speaking ability) 

 Weaknesses of each candidate  

 Your perspective on who gave the better 
performance and why (justified by evidence) 

 Your prediction on how the candidates will 
place in the final election and why  



Smile   

The filmed Press Conference 
will be viewed a day or two 
following the actual activity. 



Coming up after the Press Conference: 

A Lesson on the controversial results of the 
Election of 1800…and its comparisons & 
contrasts to more recent controversial 
elections (e.g. 2000 Election)  






