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Haiti Constitution of 1801 

On February 4, 1801, the seventh anniversary of the abolition of slavery by the National Assembly, Toussaint Louverture convoked a Constitutional Assembly to write a 
constitution for Saint-Domingue, though it was still a colony of France. In March representatives from all of Saint-Domingue’s departments were elected to the Assembly, which 
completed the constitution in May. Toussaint signed it in July 1801.The Assembly was made up of three mulattoes and seven whites, and the constitution they produced was a 
pure distillation of Toussaint’s thought. Following up on Toussaint’s opposition to voodoo, Catholicism was made the official religion; the freed slaves were tied to their 
workplaces; and Toussaint was named ruler for life. Curiously, this last element had been recommended to Toussaint by the most conservative of American revolutionary 
figures, Alexander Hamilton. 

Excerpt Paraphrase Connection to E Q: What forms of oppression did the colony endure 
under European control? What ideals/vision does the source convey? 

Title II: On its inhabitants 

Art 3 — There can be no slaves on this territory; servitude 
has been forever abolished. All men are born, live and die 
there free and French. 

Art 4 — All men can work at all forms of employment, 
whatever their color. 

Art 5 — No other distinctions exist than those of virtues and 
talents, nor any other superiority than that granted by the law 
in the exercise of a public charge. The law is the same for all, 
whether it punishes or protects. 

	   	  

Title III: On religion 

Art 6 --The Catholic religion, Apostolic and Roman, is the 
only one publicly professed. 

Art 7 — Every parish provides for the maintenance of the 
religious cult and its ministers. Manufactured goods are 
especially destined for this expense and for presbyteries and 
the lodging of ministers. 

Art 8 — The governor of the colony assigns to each minister 
of the religion the scope of his spiritual administration, and 
these ministers can never form a body within the colony 
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Title IV On morals 

Art 9 — Since marriage, by its civil and religious institution, 
tends to the purity of morals, those spouses who practice the 
virtues demanded by their state, will always be distinguished 
and specially protected by the government 

Art 10 — Divorce will not take place in the colony 

Art 11 — The state of the rights of children born through 
marriage will be fixed by laws that will tend to spread and 
maintain social virtues, and to encourage and solidify family 
ties. 

	   	  

Title V: On men in society 

Art 12 — The Constitution guarantees individual freedom 
and safety. No one can be arrested except by virtue of a 
formally expressed order, issued by a functionary who the 
law gives the right to arrest and detain in a publicly 
designated place. 

Art 13 — Property is sacred and inviolable. Every person, 
either by himself or his representatives, has the free disposal 
and administration of that which is recognized as belonging 
to him. Whoever infringes upon this right renders himself 
criminal towards society and responsible as concerns the 
person troubled in his property. 

	   	  

	  


