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Title: Shades of Liberty 
 
This unit plan is designed for high school students enrolled in a 10th grade World History course.  Students will analyze why 
colonies in the Western Hemisphere fought for independence from European powers as well as the founding ideals for the new 
nations based on seminal writings from the United States, Haiti, and South America. Students will read both primary and 
secondary sources to gather evidence.  In an effort to maintain the integrity of the original documents, while mitigating the 
challenges of English learners, I have transferred primary sources into Microsoft Word documents and have inserted dialogue 
boxes, bolded and/or italicized vocabulary or passages, and provided excerpts pertinent to the essential question to facilitate 
comprehension and generate discussion. Students will then write an outline that could easily be turned into an essay using 
textual evidence from both primary and secondary sources.  
 
The unit is planned for four 100-minute block periods. One day will be dedicated to each of the revolutions, the fourth day will 
used to organize information, formulate thesis statements and topic sentences. 
 
Habits of the Mind: 
The unit is designed to promote several habits of historical thinking, including students ability to          

                           1) read critically, to discern differences between evidence and assertion and to frame useful and appropriate questions 
about the past 

2) Interrogate texts and artifacts, posing questions about the past that foster informed discussion, reasoned debate and 
evidence-based interpretation 
3) negotiate a complex, often uncertain and ambiguous world, equipped with the appreciation for multiple perspectives 

 
Common Core Standards for Social Studies: 
•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.2 Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it 
emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. 
•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RI.9-10.5 Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims are developed and refined by particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). 
•CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.9-10.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts.   

Essential Questions:  
1) Analyze the oppressive forces that colonies in the Western Hemisphere faced under their respective European powers. 
2.) Compare and contrast the ideals and perspectives of the new nations.   
 
Content Objective: Students will be able to compare and contrast the ideals and perspectives of independence in the United 
States, Haiti, and South America. 
 
Language Objective: Students will: 
            a) Read primary documents in small groups 
            b) Discuss their findings as they read 
            c) Record their evidence on multiple graphic organizers 
            d) Write a detailed outline with a clear thesis, including a counterargument and topic sentences for each body paragraph 
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Plan of Instruction 
Day 1: American Revolution 
 
Into Activity: Play Bob Marley’s song, “Get Up, Stand Up,” while students take their seats and read lyrics on the screen.  
 
Ask students to identify the theme of the song. (Whole group) 
 
Introduce the essential question, content & language objective for the day. (The essential questions will provide cohesion 
thoughout the unit. They can be included as a prompt to modify the as the 3-2-1 exit slip after every lesson. Also, the content 
objective will slightly vary for days 1, 2, & 3 depending on the revolution students will study.) 
 
Have students read chapter in the textbook on causes of the American Revolution in cooperative groups of 4 and complete the 
Key Points graphic organizer.  
 
Pass out 2 handouts of the adapted text of the Declaration of Independence. (Adapted DOI & DOI Scaffolded Outline) 
 
Students will continue to work in their groups of 4 and chunk and chew the reading based on outline 
 
Students will complete a second Key Points graphic organizer after reading both parts of the DOI.  
 
Closing Activity: 3-2-1 Exit Slip 
3 things you learned 
2 things I found interesting 
1 question I still have 
 
Day 2: Haitian Revolution 
 
Into Activity: Play Bob Marley’s song, “Redemption Song,” while students take their seats and read lyrics on the screen.  
 
Ask students to identify the theme of the song. 
 
Review Essential Question and information students acquired American Revolution.  
 
Introduce content & language objective for the day.  
 
Students read secondary source on the Haitian Revolution from website http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/chap8a.html# 
in cooperative groups of 4 and complete the Key Points graphic organizer. 
 
Pass out adapted primary documents: Haiti Constitution of 1801 and Haitian Declaration of Independence handouts 
 
Students will continue to work in their groups of 4 and chunk and chew the reading based on outline 
 
Students will complete a second Key Points graphic organizer after reading both primary sources.  
 
Closing Activity: 3-2-1 Exit Slip 
3 things you learned 
2 things I found interesting 
1 question I still have 
 
Day 3: South American Revolution 
 
Into Activity: Play Calle 13’s song, “Latinoamerica,” while students take their seats and read lyrics on the screen. 
(Original lyrics are in Spanish, both SP & Eng. Translation available on this website http://lyricstranslate.com/en/latinoamerica-
add-english-title-here.html) 
 
Ask students to identify the theme of the song. 
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 Review Essential Question and information students acquired American & Haitian Revolutions.  
 
Introduce content & language objective for the day.  
 
Students read secondary source on the Simon Bolivar’s Revolution from website 
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/liberators/bolivar.htm in cooperative groups of 4 and complete the Key Points graphic 
organizer. 
 
Pass out adapted primary document: Proclamation of 1803 handout 
 
Students will continue to work in their groups of 4 and chunk and chew the reading based on outline 
 
Students will complete a second Key Points graphic organizer after reading primary sources.  
 
Closing Activity: 3-2-1 Exit Slip 
3 things you learned 
2 things I found interesting 
1 question I still have 
 
Day 4: Organizing Notes, formulating a thesis, creating an outline 
 
Review the essential question. 
  
Content Objective: You will compare the causes for revolution as well as the ideals for the United States, Haiti, and South 
America. 
 
Language Objective: You will formulate a thesis and create an outline based on the previous lessons to eventually be turned 
into an essay. 
 
Return previously completed Key Points graphic organizers and direct students to highlight various sections as highlighted in 
original 
  
Whole group discussion: Project a 3 way Venn Diagram and have students generate similarities & differences for each of the 
revolutions. 
 
Teacher will record 1-2 ideas for each revolution. 
 
Students will write more ideas in their small groups 
 
Pass out Thesis Machine and instruct students to follow teacher example  
 
Teacher will guide students through each step of generating a thesis and counterargument based on the handout. 
 
Students will then write topic sentences for each of the supporting body paragraphs.  
 
Students will also provide supporting evidence gathered in previous class periods after each topic sentence   
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Materials:  
 
American Independence 
Secondary Source: Causes of the American Revolution-any textbook 
Primary Source: Declaration of Independence 
 
Haitian Independence 
Secondary Source: Slavery and the Haitian Revolution 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/chap8a.html# 
 
Haiti Constitution, 1801 
http://www.marxists.org/history/haiti/1801/constitution.htm 
 
South American Independence 
Secondary Source: Biography on Simon Bolivar 
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/liberators/bolivar.htm 
 
Primary Source: Simon Bolivar, Proclamation of 1803 
http://flaglerschools.com/media/documents/fe7790f7-dea1-499b-9ead-1088c8ba075f.pdf 
 
Simon Bolivar 
http://www.npr.org/2013/04/13/176783269/enshrined-and-oft-invoked-simon-bolivar-lives-on 
 


