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Lesson Date(s): ___2____  DAY(S): ___4__  Subject: __US 1___________    Period(s): __4____  Long Block  1 Instructor: David W. Poland_ 
 
Power Standards Addressed:  
 
 
 
 
 

State Standards Addressed: USI.3 Explain the 
influence and ideas of the Declaration of Independence 
and the political philosophy of Thomas Jefferson. (H, 
C) 
Seminal Primary Documents to Read: the Declaration 
of Independence (1776) 

Essential Questions What did the Declaration of 
Independence mean to the founding fathers, and what 
does it mean to us today? 
 

 

 Teacher Guide  



Learning Objectives 
--Content/Language Objective   
--What will students be able to do by the end 
of this lesson? 

 Be able to explain why Jefferson was chosen to be 
the primary author. 

 Understand the structure of the Declaration, its four 
main parts 

 Identify the key ideas in the Preamble to the 
Declaration of Independence: natural rights, the 
social contract, the right to revolution, popular 
sovereignty, and the right of self-determination 

 Identify the chief complaints made by Thomas 
Jefferson and committee and explain how they 
related to the events that preceded the Continental 
Congress 

 Understand the basis upon which Americans' 
asserted sovereignty in the concluding section and 
their determination to fight for it. 

 

Content & Supporting Vocab:
endowed   
transient   
usurpations    
Naturalization   
perfidy   
magnanimity   
emigration 
rectitude 
consanguinity 
Mercenaries  
Redress 
inestimable 
Despotism 
unalienable 
 
 
 
 Activator:  

--How will you activate students’ prior 
knowledge and connect it to this new 
learning? 
--How will you get students interested in this 
lesson? 

We will begin day 2 meeting in our 4 groups and 
discussing last night’s homework. Each group after a 
maximum 10-minute discussion is to report out on the 
meaning of their section and it’s overall purpose. 



Classroom Learning Activities 
  --How will you impart content 
information? (jig-saw article/text, 
lecture, notes on board, interactive 
ppt.) 

  --How will you facilitate content 
specific student discourse?  

 --How will you ensure all students are 
actively learning?  

Classroom Discussion, 
What are the four parts of the D of I, what is the 
purpose of each and what were the colonist’s chief 
complaints? (15-20 minutes) 
Next: Give out an equal size piece of the text of the D 
of I to the whole class divided by pairs. (I break up 
the D of I into 15 close to equal parts, respecting 
sentence and thought structure, because I have 30 
students in a class.) Students are then assigned to 
rewrite their part of the D of I in words that their little 
10 year old sister can understand, Students are 
encouraged to be creative and use a whole class 
theme if they would like. I have had students rewrite 
the D of I, gangsta, pirate, poetic and valley girl style. 
The class that gives the best oral presentation of the 
complete D of I wins a field trip to the MA. State 
Archives. The D of I is graded based on being 1) True 
to the meaning of the original. 2) Creativity. Judging 
is by their favorite English Teacher. The rest of the 
class time is devoted to beginning this assignment 

Higher Order Thinking: 
 
Using primary source students will 
use their higher order thinking 
skills of application, analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation when 
looking at the Declaration of 
Independence. Students will look 
at the wording used, the 
explanation of the indictment 
against King George and put it 
into words common to our 
language today. Students should 
be introduced to the issues facing 
colonists around the time of the 
American Revolution that 
influenced the writing of the 
Declaration of Independence.  
 

Assessments:  
--How will you monitor student learning 
throughout this lesson?  
--How will students share their understanding 
of material/tasks?  
--How will you provide feedback to students? 
 

 
Assessment will take place at the end of Day 4, 
student pairs will receive an individual grade for their 
section and the whole class will receive a grade for 
their oral presentation. 
 
 
 
 
 



Summarizers: 
--How will you highlight the most important 
concepts to wrap up the lesson?  
--In what way will you get meaningful student 
feedback on the lesson?  

Students will be read exemplars of past classes work 
on this project 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Accommodations or 
Materials Needed: 
Dictionaries, Thesauruses’ 
and/or internet access. 

Cross-Curricular Connections  
--How might students use this lesson in other 
academic areas? 
 
 
 

 
ELA, this lesson develops critical thinking skills of 
analysis, synthesis and evaluation, 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: 
Students will work on their 
section of the D of I and 
complete for comparison with 
their partner in class on day 3 

 
TEACHER NOTES: Consider the following questions as you reflect on the lesson and make adjustments 
-- Was pacing appropriate?  Where did each group leave off?  How might you combine this material with the activities and goals for an upcoming lesson?  
-- What are students still struggling with? How might you reinforce the more challenging concepts in upcoming lessons? 
-- What changes will you make the next time you teach this lesson? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


