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Lesson Date(s): ___1____  DAY(S): ___4___  Subject: __US 1___________    Period(s): __4___  Long Block  1 Instructor: David W. Poland_ 
 
Power Standards Addressed:  
 
 
 
 
 

State Standards Addressed: USI.3 Explain the 
influence and ideas of the Declaration of Independence 
and the political philosophy of Thomas Jefferson. (H, 
C) 
Seminal Primary Documents to Read: the Declaration 
of Independence (1776) 

Essential Questions What did the Declaration of 
Independence mean to the founding fathers, and what 
does it mean to us today? 
 

 

 Teacher Guide  

Learning Objectives 
--Content/Language Objective   
--What will students be able to do by the 
end of this lesson? 

 Be able to explain why Jefferson was chosen to be the 
primary author. 

 Understand the structure of the Declaration, its four main 
parts 

 Identify the key ideas in the Preamble to the Declaration 
of Independence: natural rights, the social contract, the 
right to revolution, popular sovereignty, and the right of 
self-determination 

 Identify the chief complaints made by Thomas Jefferson 
and committee and explain how they related to the 
events that preceded the Continental Congress 

 Understand the basis upon which Americans' asserted 
sovereignty in the concluding section and their 
determination to fight for it. 

 

Content & Supporting 
Vocab: 

Dear John letter, Enlightenment, 
Natural Rights, Social Contract, 
Divine Right of Kings, 
Popular sovereignty 
Founding Fathers 
Jurisdiction 
Self evident 

Activator:  
--How will you activate students’ prior 
knowledge and connect it to this new 
learning? 
--How will you get students interested in 
this lesson? 

We will begin this unit with a video presentation of the 
Declaration of Independence narrated by Morgan Freeman 
 
http://www.schooltube.com/video/c58324fe0a80a0175750/
 
14 minutes 



Classroom Learning Activities 
  --How will you impart content 
information? (jig-saw article/text, 
lecture, notes on board, interactive 
ppt.) 

  --How will you facilitate content 
specific student discourse?  

 --How will you ensure all students 
are actively learning?  

Classroom Discussion, 
Why would Thomas Jefferson not expect a man like “M. 
Freeman to narrate this production? 
Why does Freeman call Jefferson “the red headed 
wonder? 
Why does Freeman still admire Jefferson and the D of I if 
he was not included in its original meaning? (20 minutes) 
Group Work  
Divide the class into four groups each group to examine 
one of its four main parts.  Students are to identify and 
read together their part. (15 minutes) 
 For homework students are to examine their part in depth 
and briefly summarize it’s meaning and speculate on its 
purpose. (30 minutes) 
 

Higher Order Thinking: 
 
Using primary source students 
will use their higher order 
thinking skills of application, 
analysis, synthesis and 
evaluation when looking at the 
Declaration of Independence. 
Students will look at the 
wording used, the explanation of 
the indictment against King 
George and put it into words 
common to our language today. 
Students should be introduced to 
the issues facing colonists 
around the time of the American 
Revolution that influenced the 
writing of the Declaration of 
Independence.  
 

Assessments:  
--How will you monitor student learning 
throughout this lesson?  
--How will students share their 
understanding of material/tasks?  
--How will you provide feedback to 
students? 
 

 
At this point in the unit the lesson will be assessed by 
Teacher observation of student engagement, oral 
responses and by collecting and grading the home work 
 
 
 
 
 

Summarizers: 
--How will you highlight the most important 
concepts to wrap up the lesson?  
--In what way will you get meaningful 
student feedback on the lesson?  

 
Lesson will be summarized at the end of day 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Special Accommodations or 
Materials Needed: 
Internet Access as well as a 
means of projection a smart 
board would be preferable as 
well as a handout of the 
Declaration of Independence 

Cross-Curricular Connections  
--How might students use this lesson in 
other academic areas? 
 
 
 

 
ELA, this lesson develops critical thinking skills of 
analysis, synthesis and evaluation, 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK: students are to 
examine their part in depth 
and briefly summarize it’s 
meaning and speculate on 
it’s purpose. (30 minutes) 
 
 

 



TEACHER NOTES: Consider the following questions as you reflect on the lesson and make adjustments 
-- Was pacing appropriate?  Where did each group leave off?  How might you combine this material with the activities and goals for an upcoming lesson?  
-- What are students still struggling with? How might you reinforce the more challenging concepts in upcoming lessons? 
-- What changes will you make the next time you teach this lesson? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


