
Hamilton and Jefferson: Size and Strength of Gov't 
 

Good Morning, students.  What's that?  This is an afternoon class?  Well, hopefully you 
had a good morning then, and please stop complaining!  Our task today is to address the 
philosophies of Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Jefferson on the role of the federal 
government.   
 
Written below are two quotes, one from Mr. Hamilton and one from Mr. Jefferson.  Your 
task will be as follows: 
 A) Read each quote and underline any word or phrase you do not know or 

understand. 
 B) Circle any phrase which you believe has importance/relevance towards the 

overall idea of what Jefferson or Hamilton is trying to express.   
 C) Answer the questions for each of the quotes in the space provided 
 D) Summarize, in your own words in 1-2 sentences what each person was 

trying to say about the size/role of government. 
 

Hamilton's View 
  

I believe the British government forms the best model the world ever 
produced, and such has been its progress in the minds of the many, that 
this truth gradually gains ground. This government has for its object 
public strength and individual security. It is said with us to be 
unattainable. All communities divide themselves into the few and the 
many. The first are the rich and well born, the other the mass of the 
people. The voice of the people has been said to be the voice of God; 
and however generally this maxim has been quoted and believed, it is 
not true in fact. The people are turbulent and changing; they seldom 
judge or determine right. Give therefore to the first class a distinct, 
permanent share in the government. They will check the unsteadiness of 
the second, and as they cannot receive any advantage by a change, they 
therefore will ever maintain good government. Can a democratic 
assembly, who annually revolve in the mass of the people, be supposed 
steadily to pursue the public good?  
 
(Alexander Hamilton, Farrand's Records of the Federal Convention, v. 1, p. 299.1787-06-19) 

 
Questions: 
 
1) What does Hamilton say each community will do within itself?  Who are the 

different groups in each community? 
 
 



 
2) What does Hamilton say about the voice of the many?  What is 1 adjective 

he uses to describe the many? 
 
 
3) What is Hamilton's solution to the faults of the many?  Why does Hamilton 

say we should put the trust in the few?  What will they do with this 
power? 

 
 
4) Summarize, in your own words, what is Hamilton's general point of view on 

who should be the voice of government, and why. 
 

Jefferson's View 
 
  Every difference of opinion is not a difference of principle.  We have called by different 

names brethren of the same principle.  We are all republicans, we are all federalists.  If 
there be any among us who would wish to dissolve this Union or to change its republican 
form, let them stand undisturbed as monuments of the safety with which error of opinion 
may be tolerated where reason is left free to combat it.  I know, indeed, that some honest 
men fear that a republican government can not be strong, that this government is not strong 
enough; but would the honest patriot, in the full tide of successful experiment, abandon a 
government which has so far kept us free and firm on the theoretic and visionary fear that 
this government, the world’s best hope, may by possibility want energy to preserve itself?  I 
trust not.  I believe this, on the contrary, the strongest government on earth.  I believe it the 
only one where every man, at the call of the law, would fly to the standard of the law, and 
would meet invasions of the public order as his own personal concern.  Sometimes it is said 
that man can not be trusted with the government of himself.  Can he then be trusted with the 
government of others? Or have we found angels in the forms of kings to govern him?  Let 
history answer this question. 
 (Bernstein 136—from TJ’s 1st inaugural address, 1801) 

 
Questions:  
 
1) What is Jefferson referring to when speaks about “Republican Government”? 
 
 
2) Why does Jefferson say “We are all republicans, we are all federalists”?  What 

sentiment is he trying to get across? 
 
 
 



3) What does Jefferson say that opponents to “Republican Government” are afraid 
of? 

 
 
4) In Defending his government, why does Jefferson say “Strongest” and not “Most 

Powerful”?  What is the subtle difference there? 
 
 
 
5) In the last portion, what does Jefferson mean in the italicized section? 
 
 
 
6) Explain in your own words, what does Jefferson believe about the size/strength of 

government? 


