
Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speaker, members of the Senate and the House of 
Representatives: 

Yesterday, December 7th, 1941 - a date which will live in infamy - the 
United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by naval 
and air forces of the Empire of Japan... 
 
I ask that the Congress declare that since the unprovoked and dastardly 
attack by Japan on Sunday, December 7th, 1941, a state of war has 
existed between the United States and the Japanese Empire. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt - December 8, 1941 

No decision a president makes is ever easy.  War, 
with the cost of lives, money, resources and time 
is one of the most difficult choices any president 
must make.  FDR had little choice, as most of us 
know.  Other presidents, however, were faced with 
much more difficult decisions.   

Fitting in with our theme of “Power of the 
Executive”, we will examine how one historical 
president (Jefferson) and one contemporary 
president (Obama, Bush, Clinton, Bush or 
Reagan) had to make the same difficult decisions.   

Your task will be to create a declaration of war for Thomas Jefferson in regards to the 
Barbary pirates, or a statement of non-intervention, to congress.  You must take into 
account and include in your speech: 

 A) America's financial status at the time 
 B) America's political status as a new nation 
 C) The military strength of the United States, and each of the Barbary States 
 D) What was Jefferson's interpretation of the constitution, and his  
  belief of how much power the executive should yield, and specifically, if he 

  even had the power to make war 
 E) What would be the consequences of either going to war, or 
paying tribute 

 

 



 

 

 
As a second part of your project, you must find and print a contemporary presidential 
address about a military action that occurred during their term.  For example, during 
President Clinton's term, he had to make choices about whether the US should get 
involved in Somalia, Rwanda, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Haiti, as well as 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  You will find a presidential speech and read it and print 
it out. 

Lastly, you will compare and contrast how Jefferson and another president handled their 
situations.  You will write a 3 paragraph response, detailing: 

 A) What approach did each president take in addressing the situation?  This  
 should be the bulk of your first part.  Meaning, with what tone did the president 
 address (or ignore) congress?  How forceful was the president in dealing with the 
 threat?   
 B) How did the two presidents similarly deal with the events of their term? 
 C) How did the two presidents differently deal with the events of their term? 
 D) Which president, if one, both or neither, do you agree with?  Why? 

 

To Recap, you will produce: 

1) An address for Thomas Jefferson regarding the Barbary pirates (1 page) 

2) A contemporary presidential speech regarding military action (copied) 

3) 2-3 paragraphs explaining the similarities and differences between 1803 
and modern presidents. 

Dear Sir—Our instructions relative to the Barbary states having 
required us to proceed by way of negotiation to obtain their 
peace, it became our duty to do this to the best of our power.  
Whatever might be our private opinions, they were to be 
suppressed, and the line marked out to us, was to be 
followed...I acknowledge I very early thought it would be est to 
effect a peace through the medium of war... 


