
Instructional Objectives 
 
Title:  Viewing the Founders as Men, not Fathers 
 
Prior to this institute, I only had superficial knowledge of Thomas Jefferson's personal views.  This seminar has 
deepened my understanding of how his personal beliefs both shaped and contradicted his political beliefs.  The 
introduction of specific primary sources will greatly augment my ability to expand on some of the thematic 
units I will teach during the year, including: Power of the federal government slavery, natural rights and 
freedom of religion.  
 
Students will engage into research and analysis on the major decisions, personality conflicts, and daily lives of 
Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, Alexander Hamilton and contemporary political figures as well 
 
Setting:  
 
I designed the 4 lessons detailed here for sophomore US History 1 classes.  
 
Big Idea:  
 
Founding Fathers such as Thomas Jefferson certainly need to be studied, respected and discussed. They 
should not, however, be revered as gods as it is more useful to our understanding of the founding era to 
understand them as humans, both exemplary and flawed.   
 
In addition the inclusion of current events as a tool to study history is an effective method of putting into 
context the issues of our founding, as well as its struggles 230 years later.   
 
Learning Objectives: 
 
There are multiple ideas here.  The first is of the “human aspect” of our founding fathers.  They are not to be 
revered as gods, but certainly to be studied, respected and discussed. (not a big idea) 
Learning Objectives: The learning taking place in your lessons is a great deal more than what you have 
indicated.  I’ve added some; there may be others. 
 
Students will  

 - increase their vocabulary by reading documents of the founding era 
 - analyze primary sources to determine the purpose of the author 
 - determine the sources of Thomas Jefferson's views  
- formulate and defend opinions about a historical figure using documents of the time 
- compare and contrast views of two leaders in Washington’s Cabinet on the size and power of   
government  
- compare and contrast ways of communicating today with those of the founding era 
- compare and contrast presidential reasons for engaging in military action of the founding era with 
those of the Twentieth  and Twenty-first Centuries 

 
Resources:  
Documents   from Http://www.founders.archives.gov 
Washington’s brief letter to Jefferson in 1792 
Jefferson’s Letter to Washington in 1792 
Hamilton’s Letter to Washington in 1792 
Jefferson’s Declaration of War against the Barbary Pirates 



 
 
Instructional Sequence: 
 
These are individual lessons designed to be used in either the study of the constitution, or the presidencies of 
ANY of the first 5 presidents OR ANY of the last 5 presidents.  They are designed in a manner that they are 
NOT specific to an exact time period (for ease in chronological based curriculum) and may be used as floating 
lessons within a larger unit, or as part of a smaller, Thomas Jefferson based unit.   
 
Instructions for each lesson are clearly marked on each assignment, along with any ancillary materials necessary 
 
 


